MANCHESTER TOWNSHIP-PLLANNING COMMISSION
Manchester Township Hall, 275 S. Macomb, Manchester, Michigan 48158
Regular-Meeting Minutes’

August 7th, 2025 7:30 PM

[LSA P

A.CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIR
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Dave Thompson at 7:31 PM.

Members Present: Mike Walter, George Daubner, Carl Weérner, Dave Thompson, Jim Carpenter,
Brenda Bancroft, Deug-Breeks, Absent: Doug Brooks:.

Others Present: Townshlp Planmng Consult-ar@t Ahssa Starhng, Carl Blaine, Sybll Kolon,
Shannon Brown, Peter Knox, Jarred Marsh,-. ;.45 .

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Add under Old Business, III. Data Mining

Motion Werner, Second Carpenter, to approve the agenda as amended.
Ayes: All. Absent: Brooks.

Motion Carried.

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes from the July 10th, 2025 Manchester Township Planning Commission Meeting were
presented.

Motion Werner, Second Carpenter, to approve the minutes of the July 10th, 2025 Manchester
Township Planning Commission Meeting as presented.
Ayes: All. Absent: Brooks.
Motion Carried.
D. PUBLIC COMMENT
Carl Blaine commented regarding last night’s public hearing regarding Event Barns, and has
concerns with the neighbors nearby regarding noise. He’s also concerned about how dangerous
the corner of Sharon Hollow and West Austin Road is.
E. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE

L. Report of Chairperson

No report.



II.

IIL.

IVv.

LR

ZBA: 1 Upcoming Meeting in /.2

Next meeting will be held on Angus: 27

Report of Townshlp Board ‘xe;z A _t"_. iVS

1V

No report — next meeting wiil 5 iald nextweek,

Report of Planning Consultent

Consultant Starling presented {52 1z mming Commission with a sample map from
Sterns County, Minnesota, which pifiotes an agricvitaral community. She also
shared select pages from their ma-i=y sian that she felt were important for review
and will forward this information to ~etal & Pine, as she finds it highly relevant.

F. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

IL.

Completion of Master Plan Updsic

Consultant Starling presented a revised imap io the Planning Commission for review,
based on the comments from the pa‘-';'.vim}s %neet‘ing.

Jared Marsh expressed his concertis vqtn m md P regaldmg the areas on the Low
Density Residential areas.

Based on input from the public and the Pianning Commission, Starling is revising the
map to reflect areas of future land use and scenic routes. She will send the updated
map and Master Plan to the Township Board, requesting their review. Copies of the
final map and draft will also be provided to the Planniug Commission.

Motion Carpenter, Second Werner, to move the revised Future Land Use Map for
review with Township Board, along with the final draft of the Master Plan, with the
stipulated changes from the public hearing.

Ayes: All. Absent: Brooks.

Motion Carried.

Mineral Extraction Ordinance

Bancroft discussed her idea of pursuing a PUD ordinance regarding mineral
extraction for Manchester Township, per Consultant Starling’s suggestion, noting the
flexibility as a major advantage, particularly the concept of making extraction
secondary to a long-term land use plan. This approach could help avoid the need to
rezone agricultural areas solely to permit potential mining, while also supporting
broader goals such as land preservation and thoughtful reuse. Bancroft also wants to
keep the language around mineral extraction as strict as possible.



Thompson agreed this is likely the direction the Planning Commission should take
with these ordinances. Walter suggested potentially adding or connecting data mining
to the Mineral Extraction Ordinance. With the Master Plan now before the Township
Board, mineral extraction will be a primary focus for the Planning Commission.

III.  Data Mining

Thompson commented that he would like to add this to the next agenda and
potentially combine discussion of this with the Mineral Extraction Ordinance.

G. NEW BUSINESS
L. Possible PUD Development near High School

Consultant Starling informed the Planning Commission of a potential PUD
development near Manchester High School, which would include senior housing,
duplexes, and condos. The project would require an open space component and
span approximately 30 acres, containing a significant marsh area and a natural gas
line. No official site plan has been submitted. If pursued, the property would need
to be rezoned.

H. COMMENTS FROM THE COMISSIONERS / ACTION ITEMS FOR SEPTEMBER MTG

Bancroft requested Walter check with the Township Board regarding approval of the other Solar
Ordinance that had been sent for Township Board Review.

I. PUBLIC COMMENT

Carl Blaine inquired with the Planning Commission about the status of the Event Barn
Ordinance. '

Sybil Kolon asked for an update on the previous public hearing concerning the Conditional Use
application.

J. ADJOURNMENT

Motion Walter, Second Bancroft, to adjourn the meeting. Aves: All. Absent: Brooks.
Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:56 PM.
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