MANCHESTER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
Manchester Township Hall, 275 S. Macomb, Manchester, Michigan 48158
Regular Meeting Minutes
April 3rd, 2025 7:30 PM

A. CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIR
The meeting was called to order by Acting Chairperson Dave Thompson at 7:32 PM.

Members Present: Mike Walter, George Daubner, Doug Brooks, Carl Werner, Dave Thompson,
Jim Carpenter, Brenda Bancroft. Absent: None.

Others Present: Township Planning Consultant Alissa Starling, Sybil Kolon, Jeremy Rippey,
Dustin Simmons.

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion Carpenter, Second Brooks, to approve the agenda as presented.
Ayes: All. Absent: None.
Motion Carried.

Motion Walter, Second Carpenter, to amend agenda to add Public Hearing after Commissioner
Comments.

Ayes: All. Absent: None.
Motion Carried.

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes from the March 6th, 2025 Manchester Township Planning Commission Meeting were
presented.

Motion Werner, Second Brooks, to approve the minutes of the March 6™, 2025 Manchester
Township Planning Commission Meeting as presented.

Ayes: All. Absent: None.
Motion Carried.

Minutes from the December 19th, 2024 Manchester Township Planning Commission Special
Meeting will be presented in May.

D. PUBLIC COMMENT
No comments from the public.

E. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE



II.

II1.

IV.

Report of Acting Chairperson

No Report.

ZBA: Public Hearing on 4/10/25 @ 7:00 PM for #17001 Mulvany Road

The purpose of this meeting is to review a setback variance request. The existing
home will be demolished, and a new house would need to be built within 35 feet
of the road due to space restrictions caused by the location of the well and steep
terrain.

Report of Township Board Representative

Walter provided the Planning Commission with a brief report from the March
2025 Township Board meeting.

Report of Planning Consultant

Starling reported that she attended the MTA meetings; she has also sent out the
first draft of the Master Plan and is awaiting feedback.

F. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

L

Large Scale Energy Ordinances

Starling informed the Planning Commission that energy and battery storage would
need to be developed as a separate ordinance. She also introduced the concept of
overlay areas for energy storage and renewable energy as a potential direction for the
Township to pursue.

After reviewing the current draft of the Large Scale Energy Ordinance with the
Planning Commission, Starling will incorporate the revisions proposed by the
Planning Commission and present an updated draft at the next meeting for review,
with the goal of finalizing it for presentation to the Township Board soon.

G. NEW BUSINESS

L.

Master Plan Update

A meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 9th at 7:00 PM to review the draft of
the Master Plan. The goal of this meeting is to make any necessary revisions in
preparation for presenting a final draft to the Township Board.

H. COMMENTS FROM THE COMISSIONERS



Carpenter commented that he attended the MTA meetings and it was a wealth of information; he
attended a class on PA 233 that he found very helpful.

Werner inquired regarding elections within the Planning Commission, which will occur in May.
He also cautioned the Planning Commission to carefully review the language and to do their due

diligence revising ordinances.

Bancroft thanked the Planning Commission for working with her as the recording secretary and
looks forward to working with them as a Planning Commission member.

Walter thanked Bancroft for joining the Planning Commission.

Thompson informed the Planning Commission that the election of officers will take place at the
next meeting in May. He also noted that the terms of two members, Thompson (himself) and
Daubner, are set to expire in May.

[. PUBLIC COMMENT

Duston Simmons inquired regarding the status of the public hearing for his
conditional use request.

PUBLIC HEARING

The Planning Commission closed the Planning Commission meeting at 9:03 PM and entered the
Public Hearing at 9:03 PM.

The purpose of this Public Hearing is to receive public comment on a Conditional Land Use
Application approval in the AG, Rural Agricultural District.

The proposed home occupation would involve online sales of firearms, no physical retail space
on the property, and compliance with all applicable federal, state, and licensing regulations.

The applicant, Dustin Simmons, spoke to the Planning Commission regarding his application and
the Planning Commission discussed the details with him.

Jeremy Rippey voiced his support of the conditional use.
Motion Brooks, Second Carpenter, to approve the conditional use permit as requested.
Ayes: Brooks, Carpenter, Werner, Bancroft, Walter, Thompson. Nays: Daubner. Absent: None.

Motion carried.

The Planning Commission closed the Public Hearing at 9:20 PM and entered the opened the
Planning Commission meeting at 9:20 PM.

J. ADJOURNMENT



Motion Wermer, Second Brooks, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: All. Absent: None.
Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:21 PM.



