
MANCHESTER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
Manchester Township Hall, 275 S. Macomb, Manchester, Michigan 48158

Regular Meeting Minutes
February 6th, 2025 7:30 PM

A. CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIR

The meeting was called to order by Acting Chairperson Carl Werner at 7:34 PM.

Members Present: Mike Walter, George Daubner, Doug Brooks, Carl Werner. Absent: Dave
Thompson, Jim Carpenter.

Others Present: Recording Secretary Brenda Bancroft, Township Planning Consultant Alissa
Starling, Sybil Kolon.

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion Walter, Second Brooks, to approve the agenda as presented.
Ayes: All. Absent: Carpenter, Thompson.
Motion Carried.

Motion Brooks, Second Walter, to amend the agenda to add under New Business II. Iron Creek
Preserve Parking Lot Site Plan Review.
Ayes: All. Absent: Carpenter, Thompson.
Motion Carried

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes from the January 9th, 2025 Manchester Township Planning Commission Meeting were
presented.

Motion Brooks, Second Walter, to approve the minutes of the January 9th, 2025 Manchester
Township Planning Commission Meeting as presented.
Ayes: All. Absent: Carpenter, Thompson.
Motion Carried.

Minutes from the December 19th, 2024 Manchester Township Planning Commission Special
Meeting will be presented at the March meeting.

D. PUBLIC COMMENT

Kolon inquired about a potential parking lot variance needed at the Iron Lake Preserve.

E. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE



I. Report of Acting Chairperson – Werner reported that he read an interesting article
regarding farming practices around solar panels.

II. Report of Township Board Representative – Walter provided a brief report from the
January 2025 Township Board meeting.

III. Report of Planning Consultant – Manchester Township Consultant Alissa Starling
reported on the Iron Creek Preserve Parking Lot, which is listed later in the agenda. She
also presented research regarding battery storage ordinance for review and discussed this
from a safety standpoint.

F. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

I. Large Scale Energy Ordinances

The Planning Commission discussed developing setbacks for battery storage, and
Starling will present her findings and draft at the next meeting.  She was also look
into if battery storage would need to be developed as a separate ordinance or could be
dovetailed into the Energy Ordinances.

G. NEW BUSINESS

I. Master Plan Items

Walter inquired if the Planning Commission members have any input for the next
Master Plan meeting.

II. Iron Creek Preserve Parking Lot Site Plan Review

Manchester Township Consultant Alissa Starling reported that the Iron Creek
Preserve has applied for a conditional use permit and a variance for a setback
adjustment for the parking area. The project includes replacing the existing footbridge
and adding limestone surfacing to the path along with gravel. They have also
provided the Parking Lot Site Plan for review, and Starling provided her report to the
Planning Commission.

Per Article 5, Section 5.02, Subsection J, which permits public and private parking
areas for protection and conservation, the Planning Commission will review this as a
Final Site Plan Review under this ordinance as a permitted use.

Motion Walter, second Brooks, to approve the site plan with the recommendation to
reduce or remove the boulders to prevent obstruction of car doors.
Ayes: All. Absent: Carpenter, Thompson.
Motion Carried.



The next step is a request with the ZBA for a dimensional variance to allow a parking
area within the front yard setback.

H. COMMENTS FROM THE COMISSIONERS

Daubner inquired regarding how they will be pursuing the renewable energy ordinances
regarding battery storage.  He also thanked Starling and the Planning Commission for their hard
work.

I. PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comments.

J. ADJOURNMENT

Motion Werner, Second Brooks, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: All. Absent: Thompson,
Carpenter.
Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:53 PM.

Approved:  March 6, 2025


