
  

 

MANCHESTER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

Manchester Township Hall, 275 S. Macomb, Manchester, Michigan 48158 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

January 9th, 2025 7:30 PM 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIR 

 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Dave Thompson at 7:40 PM.  

 

Members Present: Mike Walter, George Daubner, Doug Brooks, Dave Thompson, Jim 

Carpenter. Absent: Carl Werner. 

 

Others Present: Recording Secretary Brenda Bancroft, Township Planning Consultant Alissa 

Starling, Manchester Township Supervisor Ron Milkey. 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Amend agenda to move the time of the next meeting to 7:30 PM. 

 

Motion Carpenter, Second Brooks, to approve the agenda as amended. 

Ayes: All. Absent: Werner. Motion Carried. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Minutes from the December 5th, 2024 Manchester Township Planning Commission Meeting 

were presented.  

 

Motion Brooks, Second Carpenter, to approve the minutes of the December 5th, 2024 

Manchester Township Planning Commission Meeting as presented. 

Ayes: All. Absent: Werner. Motion Carried. 

 

Minutes from the December 19th, 2024 Manchester Township Planning Commission Special 

Meeting will be presented at the February meeting. 

 

D.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Ron Milkey expressed his gratitude to the Planning Commission for their work on the revisions 

to the solar ordinance. He also inquired whether they knew of any potential candidates to fill the 

vacant position on the Planning Commission. 

 

E. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

 

I. Report of Vice Chairperson – Vice Chairperson Thompson reported that ITC will be 

rebuilding local transmission lines and substations. 



 

II. Report of Township Board Representative – Mike Walter gave a brief report regarding 

the public hearing in December 2024, as well as the as the December Township Board 

Meeting. 

 

III. Report of Planning Consultant – No report.  Discussion will occur later in the meeting 

regarding ordinance revisions. 

 

F. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

I. Solar/Wind Energy Systems & Electricity Storage Ordinance Updates  

 

The Planning Commission reviewed and discussed additional updates to the 

ordinance, including increasing setbacks to 100 feet from property lines, restricting 

berm height to three feet or less, requiring grass to be maintained at a height of 12 

inches or less, setting a noise limit of 45 decibels, and ensuring the site is restored to 

its original condition, including topsoil depth. The updates specify that if topsoil is 

moved, it must be retained within the setback boundary, and applicants must 

document the original topography prior to installation. 

 

Motion Walter, Second Carpenter, to approve the Solar/Wind Energy Systems & 

Electricity Storage Ordinance Resolution with the discussed updates and to send it to 

the Manchester Township Board for review. 

Ayes: Brooks, Daubner, Walter, Carpenter, Thompson. Nays: None. Absent: Werner. 

Motion Carried. 

 

G. NEW BUSINESS 

 

I. Parking Lot Addition – Review & Update of All Ordinances 

 

Thompson requested that the Planning Commission review all established ordinances 

to ensure they align with the Township Master Plan. 

 

II.  Election of Officers 

 

Vice Chairman Thompson opened the floor for Chairman positions. 

 

George Daubner nominated Carl Werner for Chairman, seconded by Mike Walter. 

George Daubner withdrew his nomination. 

 

Doug Brooks nominated Dave Thompson for Chairman, seconded by Mike Walter. 

Doug Brooks withdrew his nomination. 

 

George Daubner nominated Carl Werner for Chairman, seconded by Mike Walter. 

George Daubner withdrew his nomination. 

 



The Planning Commission postponed the election of officers to a future meeting due 

to the absence of Carl Werner. 

 

H. COMMENTS FROM THE COMISSIONERS 

 

Carpenter believes the Planning Commission is on track with the revisions to the solar ordinance. 

 

Daubner inquired about the next phases of the Hidden Lakes RV project, as well as the storage 

on site. 

 

Walter expressed his gratitude to the Planning Commission for their hard work on the revisions 

to the Solar/Wind ordinances. 

 

Thompson commented that he felt uncomfortable voting for officers while Carl Werner was 

absent and suggested revisiting the election later in the spring when all members are present. 

 

 

I. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No comments from the public. 

 

J. ADJOURNMENT  

 

Motion Brooks, Second Daubner, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: All. Absent: Werner. 

Motion carried. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:52 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: February 6, 2025 


