
  

 

 

MANCHESTER TOWNSHIP 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 17th, 2024 

 

Supervisor Ron Milkey called the regular meeting of the Township of Manchester to order at 7:00pm.  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Township Supervisor Ron Milkey, Clerk Danell Proctor, Treasurer Kim Thompson, 

Trustee Mike Fusilier, Trustee Krista Jarvis, Trustee John Seefeld, Trustee Lisa Moutinho. 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Recording Secretary Brenda Bancroft, Fire Chief Bill Scully, Assistant Fire Chief Mike Kouba, 

Prince Cassadine, Carl Werner, Mike Walter, Karl Jacob, Margaret Jacob, Marie Gress, Melanie Davis, Bill Bray, 

Jim Carpenter, Pat Vailliencourt, Dwayne Vailliencourt. 

 

PRESENTATION OF AGENDA:  

 

Add under New Business: A: City of Manchester Withdrawal from Joint Planning Commission  

 

Motion Fusilier, Second Moutinho, to approve the agenda as amended. 

Ayes: All.  Absent: None.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 

The Board received the draft Manchester Township Regular Board Meeting minutes from the meeting from August 

13th, 2024. 

 

Motion Fusilier, Second Seefeld, to approve the minutes from the Manchester Township Regular Board Meeting 

from August 13th, 2024 as presented. 

Ayes: All. Absent: None. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:  

 

The Board accepted the Manchester Township Planning Commission Meeting minutes from September 5th, 2024. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  

 

$1,452,537.28, which includes $60,513.45 of ARPA funds.   

 

Motion Moutinho, Second Fusilier, to accept Treasurer’s report as presented. 

Ayes: Fusilier, Proctor, Milkey, Jarvis, Seefeld, Thompson, Moutinho.  

Absent: None. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PRESENTATION OF BILLS:  

 

Motion Thompson, Second Seefeld, to approve payment of 53 invoices for a total of $33,093.96 to be paid from 3 

separate accounts as presented. 

Ayes: Fusilier, Proctor, Milkey, Jarvis, Seefeld, Thompson, Moutinho.   

Absent: None. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

THE WAVE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 

 

Marie Gress, Executive Director for “The Wave”, which a bus service providing ride in Western Washtenaw 

County, gave a presentation the Board regarding its services to Manchester Township.  She explained that ridership 

is up to almost pre-COVID levels and increasing. This service is a great assistance to older populations and for those 

with disabilities.  She also explained that state funds are decreasing, and Federal funds are instituting caps, which is 

impacting funding and they will be fundraising for this service moving into next year.  Additionally, the grant from 

Chelsea Hospital expires as of October 1st, 2024, and rides have been free up until this point.  They will now charge 

a nominal fee as of October 1st for rides but will continue service with Manchester Township. 

 

Motion Thompson, Second Proctor, to approve $4,000 to be paid to The WAVE for a transportation contract for 

residents of Manchester Township. 

Ayes: Fusilier, Proctor, Milkey, Jarvis, Seefeld, Thompson, Moutinho.   

Absent: None. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

The Manchester Township Board heard a comment from 1 member of the public. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  

 



a) Fire Department Activity Report: Responded to 52 calls for service in August 2024.  

 

b) Fire Chief’s Report: Fire Chief Scully reported that the monthly officer’s training was held on August 21st, 

2024 – sent minutes to the Board. Membership meeting and training was held on August 28th, 2024 – sent 

minutes to the Board. 

 

Manchester Township Fire Department provided fire and EMS coverage during the fair again this year for 

certain events – total of 37.5 firefighter hours were paid.  Fire hose was tested and all sections passed 

without any lost hose.  Reviewed and updated policies as needed for the annual EMS license renewal ad the 

needed data was submitted to the EMS Regional Coordinator for the State of Michigan.   

 

Motion Proctor, Second Moutinho, approve the hiring of Prince Cassadine to the Manchester Township 

Fire Department. 

Ayes: All.  Absent: None. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS/BUSINESS:  

 

a) Zoning Administrator:  Supervisor Milkey provided the following report on behalf of Zoning Administrator 

Carl Macomber: Issued 1 permit for a new residence; 3 permits for barns/garages; 2 new addresses; 2 solar; 

& wrote 2 violations.   

 

Macomber is following up on various blight concerns within the Township, including a barn falling down 

on Logan Rd and the owner is working with services regarding its removal; Wellwood at Sharon Hollow – 

there was a recent court hearing regarding this, and another court date in September, with updates to come 

later; and also monitoring the situation at Lakeview Drive. 

 

b) Planning Commission: Fusilier provided brief reports for the September 2024 Manchester Township 

Planning Commission meetings.  Mike Walter also spoke regarding the details of the meeting. 

 

c) Supervisor:  Supervisor Milkey reported that Watkins Trail is moving very quickly.  He was told that 

they’re looking to pour concrete early next week and hope to complete the project by October 1st.  Milkey 

is working with the engineers regarding some issues, including unknown culverts they discovered during 

construction, and are working with the Washtenaw County Road Commission regarding how to proceed.  

He will also be meeting with Stantec on September 18th regarding the budget and if there are any overruns, 

and if those overruns will be covered by the contract, and will let the Board know those results after the 

meeting. 

 

Supervisor Milkey also expressed his disappointment with the City of Manchester’s Mayor, Pat 

Vailliencourt, response regarding fire coverage and division of assets.  He explained that Manchester 

Township has offered the City of Manchester the same contract as the other neighboring communities 

regarding fire coverage from the Manchester Township Fire Department.  He also invited discussion from 

the public regarding this topic as well. 

 

d) Facilities Buildings/Grounds:  No report. 

 

e) Boards/Meetings:  SWWCOG is meeting on September 18th, 2024 at Manchester City Hall.  The newly 

elected Sherriff, Alyssa Dyer, will be providing a presentation. 

 

f) Broadband:  Moutinho verified with MEC that all residents in Manchester Township who want to be 

connected are connected, and the Board can remove topic from the agenda moving forward. 

 

g) Parks & Rec:  Jarvis commented that the construction crew building the Watkins Lake Trail are very 

friendly and accommodating, as this construction is directly in front of her house. 

 

h) Cemetery:  Proctor reported that there is some cleanup required regarding dead trees and will look at quotes 

regarding removing them.  There is also a fence in disrepair on the North side of the cemetery and will also 

look at removing the fence as well.  Will look into bids for both projects. 

 

i) Recycling:  Thompson reported that the volume of recycling from Manchester Township has remained 

steady, and that they are looking into offering plastic bag recycling as well. 

 

j) Land Preservation:  No report. 

 

k) Library Board:  No report. 

 

l) Western Washtenaw Construction Authority:  Proctor reported that the next meeting is in October 2024. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

a) City of Manchester Withdrawal from Joint Planning Commission 

 

Supervisor Milkey received a letter from Manchester City Manager Michael Sessions that the 

Manchester City Council voted to withdraw from the Joint Planning Commission on September 16, 

2024.  Effective immediately, the City of Manchester is no longer a partner in the Joint Master Plan or 



the Joint Planning Commission.  The City of Manchester will now be drafting and creating its own 

Master Plan. 

 

Milkey is recommending to set up a committee between the Township Board and the Planning 

Commission to work on a Manchester Township Master Plan.  He would like three members from each 

group to attend the committee. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:    

 

a) Reynold’s Cemetery Fencing 

 

A resident requested a walkthrough gate at the cemetery to be included with the fencing renovations, 

as she visits every day.  This gate will also improve accessibility to the cemetery.  

 

Motion Proctor, Second Thompson, to add a walkthrough gate for no more than $986, to be paid out of 

ARPA funds. 

Ayes: Fusilier, Proctor, Milkey, Jarvis, Seefeld, Thompson, Moutinho.   

Absent: None. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

The Manchester Township Board heard comments from three members of the public. 

 

COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS: 

 

Jarvis was pleased that the Board were able to help the resident regarding the cemetery fence. 

 

Moutinho also expressed her approval that the Board was able to help regarding the cemetery gate. 

 

Thompson reported that summer taxes have wrapped up.  She was also happy to help the resident with the cemetery 

gate. Thompson also expressed her disapproval regarding the response from the City of Manchester regarding fire 

coverage with the Manchester Township Fire Department. 

 

Milkey commented that tonight’s meeting was a perfect example of what small local government is all about – 

helping neighbors. 

 

Proctor received her ballots this week and will be working toward the election. 

 

Seefeld inquired about the tire collection event, which will be held on Saturday, October 5th. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

a) Washtenaw County Road Commission Staff & Monthly Report  

On file. 

b) Washtenaw County Sheriff Monthly Report 

On file. 

   

ADJOURNMENT:  

 

Motion Thompson, second Seefeld, to adjourn the meeting. 

Ayes: All. Absent: None. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Board adjourned at 8:15 PM. 

 

Danell Proctor 

Clerk 

Approved: October 8, 2024 

 


