MANCHESTER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
Manchester Township Hall, 275 S. Macomb, Manchester, Michigan 48158
Regular Meeting Minutes
July 11th, 2024 7:30 PM
A. CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIR
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mike Walter at 7:35 PM.

Members Present: Mike Walter, George Daubner, Doug Brooks, Dave Thompson, Carl Wemer,
Mike Fusilier. Absent: None.

Dave Thompson left the meeting at 9:09 PM.

Others Present: Recording Secretary Brenda Bancroft, Township Planning Consultant Alissa
Starling, Sybil Kolon, Manchester Township Supervisor Ron Milkey, Mary Fielder, Ruth
Blumenauer, Elyse Mackenzie, Jane West, David West, Bill Lentz, Chris Rothhaar.

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion Fusilier, Second Werner, to approve the agenda as presented.
Ayes: All. Motion carried.

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes from the June 6th, 2024 Manchester Township Planning Commission Meeting were
presented.

Motion Walter, Second Brooks, to approve the minutes of the June 6%, 2024 Manchester
Township Planning Commission meeting as presented.

Ayes: All. Motion carried.

D. PUBLIC COMMENT

The Planning Commission heard comments from 1 member of the public.

E. CLOSE REGULAR HEARING & OPEN PUBLIC HEARING ON HIDDEN LAKES RV
PARK PHASE 2

The Planning Commission entered into a Public Hearing at 7:40 PM.

L Applicant Presentation
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Chris Rothhaar, Engineer of Record spoke to the Planning Commission regarding
the Hidden Lakes RV Park Phase 2 plans. They would like to add 27 additional
units and that the rest of the park would remain essentially unchanged. The
Planning Commission inquired in the differences between the original site plan
compared to the one that was more recently submitted. They are adding RV sites
and subtracting cabin sites in this phase. They also inquired if the roads will be
gravel or if they will be concrete to match the surrounding roads. The cabins will
be semi-rustic — and on skids and moveable, and will be set on cement. Will also
updating the existing septic system as well to increase capacity.

Township Planner Review

Township Consultant Alissa Starling inquired with the frontage setback, as well
as an illumination map. The Township would like to ensure downward facing
lights to maintain Dark Skies. Will also need a future discussion at Phase III and
Phase IV regarding sewage treatment. The firepits are shown to not be on the
concrete for use, as this is a hazard — instructed the campground to ensure that
these are not placed on the concrete pads. She also inquired about the landscape
screening, and if it has been installed and if it will continue to be maintained.
Starling has written up her recommendation for the site plan.

Wemer also inquired about the current sign in place for the campground, as it had
not come through the permitting process. Representatives of the campground
plan informed the Planning Commission that this sign is a temporary sign and a
permanent sign will be forthcoming through the process soon.

The Planning Commission also inquired about where additional parking would be
located for overflow parking.

The campground representative spoke to the Planning Commission regarding
camper storage. They are looking at potentially having allowing year-round
storage on site. The Planning Commission will investigate as they require more
information before they can make a decision.

Public Comment

The Planning Commission heard comments from 5 members of the public.

Commission Deliberation & Determination of Next Steps

The Planning Commission discussed that the park is a nice addition to the
Township and discussed what the next steps should be.

The Planning Commission determined that the applicant will provide additional
light, parking, note for permanent installations, update the drawing to show
concrete and not gravel road, ensure that screening needs to comply to the first



phase and should carry through to all 4 phases, and should comply with the
camping ordinance requirements already established within Manchester
Township.

Motion Werner, Second Brooks, to approve this as a preliminary site plan with a
future meeting to approve a final site plan.
Ayes: Brooks, Thompson, Daubner, Werner, Fusilier, Walter. Motion Carried.

F. CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING & OPEN REGULAR HEARING

The Planning Commission left the Closed Public Hearing and entered the Open Regular Hearing
at 8:41 PM.

G. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENSE

I. Report of Chairperson — Chairman Walter reported that there is activity on several
fronts regards within the Township. Verizon Wireless is interested in potentially
installing another cell tower. There is also interest in potentially creating a wedding
venue in the southwest comer of the Township. Also received a request for rezoning at
the corner of Sharon Hollow and Austin to zone it community/commercial.

I1. Report of Township Board Representative — Fusilier provided brief reports from the
June & July 2024 Township Board meetings.

III. Report of Zoning Board of Appeals — No Report.

IV. Report of Planning Consultant — Township Planning Consultant Alissa Starling
reported to the Planning Commission regarding Protection of Dark Skies as a potential
ordinance. Will look at adding this to the Joint Master Plan. Also discussed how the
Township will develop now that high speed internet is available.

V. Reports of Committees
i. SWWCOG — Milkey reported that he attended the meeting held on June 12,
2024 in Freedom Township.

ii. GIHRIC (Greater Irish Hills Regional Intermunicipality Committee) — Kolon
reported that they met on June 12, 2024 and had a presentation from the Michigan
Economic Development Council. Planning for the State of the Irish Hills event at
Michigan International Speedway in September — looking at bringing decision
makers to learn about what’s going on in the Irish Hills and to get them on their
radar. Will have an update on this at a later time.

iti. Joint Planning Commission — Walter reported that he had not received the
update from John Enos yet regarding the feedback on the update for the Joint
Master Plan. Walter is looking at scheduling the next meeting.



iv. Land Preservation — Kolon reported they are working on a draft report and
have recommendations for the Planning Commission.

VI. Correspondence — none.

H. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

L.
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IIL.

Solar Energy Systems Ordinance Updates — Walter would like the Solar Energy
Systems Ordinance Update to be ready to present to the Township Board by
September so they can do their due diligence and review. If they are running short on
time to do so, they will need to hold special meetings in order to meet this schedule.
The Planning Commission discussed revisions with Alissa Starling and she will
revise this and present it back to the Planning Commission.

Electricity Storage Ordinance Updates — Walter would like the Electricity Storage
Systems Ordinance Update to be ready to present to the Township Board by
September so they can do their due diligence and review. If they are running short on
time to do so, they will need to hold special meetings in order to meet this schedule.
The Planning Commission discussed revisions with Alissa Starling and she will
revise this and present it back to the Planning Commission.

Section 14.07 Sign Ordinance Updates — Planning Commission is progressing with
the updates, however, the larger focus is currently on Solar and Electricity Storage
due to the quickly approaching deadline.

I. NEW BUSINESS

No New Business.

J. COMMENTS FROM THE COMISSIONERS

Daubner complimented Alissa Starling with her work on revising the ordinances. He also
inquired about the definition of the term “isolines”. He also inquired about Thorn Lake Solar’s
current status.

Wermer commented that it’s time to print the manuals and it will be coming soon. Also inquired
if the parking lot at Teijin has been completed.

Walter commented that there is a class for hot topics in planning and zoning available, and he
has some Township Focus Magazines available for reading.

L

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no comments from members of the public.



J. ADJOURNMENT

Motion Werner, Second Walter, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: All. Absent: Thompson.
Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:34 PM.
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