DRAFT

MANCHESTER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
Manchester Township Hall, 275 S. Macomb, Manchester, Michigan 48158
Regular Meeting Minutes
May 2nd, 2024 7:30 PM

A. CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIR
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mike Walter at 7:32 PM.

Members Present: Mike Walter, George Daubner, Sybil Kolon, Doug Brooks, Dave Thompson,
Carl Werner. Absent: Mike Fusilier.

Others Present: Recording Secretary Brenda Bancroft, Township Planning Consultant Alissa
Starling, Belinda Fitzpatrick, Matt Benn.

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion Brooks, Second Thompson, to approve the agenda as presented.
Ayes: All. Absent: Fusilier. Motion carried.

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes from the April 4*, 2024 Manchester Township Planning Commission Meeting were -
presented.

Motion Thompson, Second Kolon, to approve the minutes of the April 4*, 2024 Manchester
Township Planning Commission meeting as presented.
Ayes: All. Fusilier. Motion carried.

D. PUBLIC COMMENT
The Planning Commission heard 1 comment from the public.
E. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE

I. Report of Chairperson — Chairman Walter reported that Thorn Lake Solar has
potentially been delayed with the build out process due to permitting issues. Hidden
Lake RV was approved a few years ago and recently hosted an open house — they are
looking at starting phase II of construction and will require another site plan review.
Walter wanted to ensure the Planning Commission was aware that it would be an
upcoming project needing review and to keep it on their radar. The school may also be
still pursuing a solar field or energy storage — the project may come before the Planning
Commission at some point as well.



II. Report of Township Board Representative — Brenda Bancroft provided the Planning
Commission with a brief report from the April 2024 Manchester Township Board
Meeting.

IIT. Report of Zoning Board of Appeals — No meeting currently scheduled.

IV. Report of Planning Consultant — Township Consultant Alissa Starling attended the
Joint Master Plan meeting on 4/29/24. Received the parcel data for Manchester
Township from Washtenaw County — believes there may need to be some refining due to
discrepancies. Looks forward to discussing the Solar Ordinance later in the meeting.

V. Reports of Committees
1. SWWCOG — Kolon reported that the next meeting is June 12, 2024 in Freedom
Township.

ii. GIHRIC (Greater Irish Hills Regional Intermunicipality Committee) — Kolon
reported that the recreation Plan is in the final approval stages. Norvell Township
has purchased a new building for their hall — Kolon is unsure what will happen
with the old Township Hall. State of the Irish Hills will be at MIS in September
2024. The next meeting will be held in June 2024.

iii. Joint Planning Commission — Walter reported that they had the first draft of
the Joint Master Plan from Carlisle Wortman and have requested feedback. Also
had a lively conversation regarding Manchester’s identity and that it’s closely tied
to agriculture and rural character. Walter reported that the City of Manchester
sees the value with a Joint Master Plan and agrees that surrounding area belongs
to the Manchester Community. Wants appropriate attention to both
municipalities, and that it needs to address renewable energy generation and how
it should be approached within the master plan for zoning.

The City is received a grant to improve their sewage system and is also working
on inspecting and replacing old fire hydrants, as well as inspecting manhole
covers and cleaning the crocks underneath. The City owns the dam on City Road
by the City Offices and the there had been a Facebook discussion regarding that
dam regarding maintenance. The City had an inspection performed and found
that it needs a plan for restoration or removal. It’s not in danger for imminent
collapse but is a priority and will be in the plans for this year and next, if it would
be restored or removed. The cost for repairs is estimated at $1.7 million.

There has been in an inquiry about turning a property on Hogan Road into a meat
processing facility — the City is concerned about the effluent leaving that property
into the sewer. No permits at this point have been pulled for this project, but
progress at this property will likely come up soon.



iv. Land Preservation — Kolon reported that they reviewed a PDR Ordinance.
Walter suggested to Kolon to reach out to John Enos regarding including Land
Preservation language into the new draft of the Joint Master Plan.

VI. Correspondence — No Correspondence.

F. NEW BUSINESS

L.

Election of Officers (Chairperson, Vice Chair, Secretary)

Motion Daubner, Second Werner, to elect Mike Walter for Chairperson.
Ayes. All. Absent: Fusilier. Motion carried.

Motion Daubner, Second Kolon, to elect Dave Thompson for Vice Chairperson.
Ayes. All. Absent: Fusilier. Motion carried.

Motion Thompson, Second Brooks, to elect Carl Werner for Secretary.
Ayes. All. Absent: Fusilier. Motion carried.

G. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

I.

II.

III.

Section 14.07 Sign Ordinance Updates

Further revisions to the Sign Ordinance will be discussed at the next Planning
Commission meeting. However, priority. may be given to reviewing Solar Energy
Systems Ordinances due to the impending expiration of the moratorium. Walter
advised resident Matt Benn, who attended the meeting seeking information about his
business signs, to consider filing with the Zoning Board of Appeals for a potentially
faster resolution.

Solar Energy Systems Ordinance Updates

Alissa Starling discussed the ordinance updates and the Planning Commission
discussed updating the ordinance to meet the Township’s needs. Additional revisions
will be presented at the next Planning Commission Meeting.

Electricity Storage Ordinance Updates

Alissa Starling discussed the ordinance updates and the Planning Commission

discussed updating the ordinance to meet the Township’s needs. Additional revisions
will be presented at the next Planning Commission Meeting.

H. COMMENTS FROM THE COMISSIONERS

Walter welcomed Carl Wermer to the Planning Commission.



Daubner inquired about the potential slaughterhouse on Hogan and how it may affect the
Township.

Kolon commented that her term is up for the Planning Commission, and has sent a letter
requesting that she will serve for another term.

L. PUBLIC COMMENT
The Planning Commission heard comments from 2 members of the public.
J. ADJOURNMENT

Motion Kolon, Second Brooks, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: All. Absent: Fusilier.
Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:37 PM.
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