MANCHESTER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
Manchester Township Hall, 275 S. Macomb, Manchester, Michigan 48158
Regular Meeting Minutes
April 4th, 2024 7:30 PM

A. CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIR

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mike Walter at 7:30 PM. Members Present: Mike
Walter, George Daubner, Mike Fusilier, Sybil Kolon, Doug Brooks, Dave Thompson, Carl
Werner. Others Present: Recording Secretary Brenda Bancroft, Township Planning Consultant
Alissa Starling, Zoning Administrator Carl Macomber, Township Supervisor Ron Milkey,
Belinda Fitzpatrick, Andy Bobo, Matt Benn.

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

A motion was made by Brooks, second by Werner, to approve the agenda as presented.
Ayes: all. Motion carried.

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes from the March 7th, 2024 Manchester Township Planning Commission Meeting were
presented.

Amend minutes, under E. III., add “for a set-back request for Andy Bobo”. Add under E. IV “for
the next Land Preservation Meeting”, under E. V. iv, “Will be discussing Purchase of
Development Rights Ordinance”. Revise under F, II. Add “Planning Commission revised from
permitted to conditional use and recommended the change to the Township Board.”

A motion was made by Brooks, second by Kolon, to approve the minutes of the March 7th, 2024
Manchester Township Planning Commission meeting as amended.
Ayes: all. Motion carried.

D. PUBLIC COMMENT
The Planning Commission heard 2 comments from the public.
E. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE

L. Report of Chairperson — Chairman Walter welcomed Carl Werner to the Manchester
Township Planning Commission and thanked him for joining.

II. Report of Township Board Representative — Mike Fusilier provided the Planning
Commission with a brief report from the March 2024 Manchester Township Board
Meeting.



I1L. Report of Zoning Board of Appeals — Chairman Walter reported that there were 4
meetings total for a setback variance for a treehouse on AshKay Island. The variance
was approved at the treehouse and deck are able to stay as they are. No other requests for
Zoning have come before the Board as of today’s date.

IV. Report of Planning Consultant — Manchester Township Planning Consultant Alissa
Starling reported that Fahey Schultz sent a draft of a Solar Energy Systems Ordinance,
and she has been reviewing this document. Also discussed the what it means for the
community vision for Manchester Township. Starling presented a sample Scenic Corridor
Ordinance for the Planning Commission to review for discussion of a potential Scenic
Overlay, which ties into preserving Manchester’s scenic character.

V. Reports of Committees
i. SWWCOG - Kolon reported that they met in March and provided a brief report
to the Planning Commission. Bridge over River Raisin on Sharon Valley will be
replaced in 2025.

ii. GIHRIC (Greater Irish Hills Regional Intermunicipality Committee) — meeting
will be later this April.

iii. Joint Planning Commission — Walter reported that the meeting will be
rescheduled for April 29, 2024 at 6:30pm, as the members from the City of
Manchester were unable to attend the original date. He is encouraging the
Planning Commission to attend regarding a review from John Enos of the revised
Joint Master Plan.

iv. Land Preservation — Kolon reported that the Township Board voted in
agreement for the Land Preservation Committee pursue a PDR Ordinance. Is
looking at draft language currently. Alissa Starling is still working on developing
maps.

VI. Correspondence — No Correspondence.

F. NEW BUSINESS

L

Solar Energy Systems Ordinance Updates

Alissa Starling is working on the language for this Solar Energy Systems Ordinance
and will have a draft for the next meeting — started with the draft from Fahey Schultz.
Walter expressed his concern for regarding on-site battery storage, specifically with
lithium-ion storage batteries.

G. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

L

Section 14.07 Sign Ordinance Updates



Werner reported that he has been working on this with Alissa Starling — they are
looking at the commonalities between the current language and the state language.
The Planning Commission discussed in length a commercial property that is looking
to update their signs and how it would be impacted with this Ordinance. Werner will
send out an update to the subcommittee and will hopefully have a draft ordinance to
review for the next meetmg

II. Section 10.03 CM Dlstrlct Review

The updated language was brought before the Townslup Board and the Resolution
was approved.

II.  Section 9.04(G)(5) Rates Review

The updated language was brought before the Township Board and the Resolution
was approved.

H. COMMENTS FROM THE COMISSIONERS
Brooks would like to keep things moving with the sign ordinance and have this resolved quickly.

Daubner inquired in regards what upcoming ordinances will be reviewed. Daubner also inquired
about the glass receptacles with the recycling bins.

Fusilier commented that Citizens for Local Control has had thousands of petitions handed out,
but need them returned, as not many have been sent back.

Kolon commented that finger-pointing and blaming is detrimental to the Joint Master Plan, as
this is for the good of the community.

Walter inquired on the status of nominating a new independent member for the Joint Planning
Commission.

L PUBLIC COMMENT
There were comments from two members of the public.
J. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Daubner, second by Werner, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: all.
Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:06 PM.
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